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Most flowers and vegetables love the sun, but the gardeners who tend them crave the shade. A

comfortable hammock strung between two trees. A set of Adirondack chairs arranged for

conversation beneath a vine-covered arbor. A stone bench tucked into a quiet nook. These

out-of-the-way outdoor retreats provide busy gardeners with cool relief from the hot sun, as well as

precious hours of quiet, privacy, and peace.In SHADY RETREATS, lifelong gardener Barbara W.

Ellis provides detailed plans for 20 gardens with shade as the theme. Each design includes

easy-to-read blueprints and a glorious oil painting of what the garden will look like. Ellis also

provides specific plant lists; suggestions on how to bring color into the shade; and practical advice

on how to use shrubs, trees, vines, and man-made structures to create attractive, inviting, shady

sanctuaries in any garden or yard.The garden design concepts are easy for even novices to grasp,

and experienced gardeners will appreciate the unique inspirations and down-to-earth advice on how

to adapt the concept of the shady retreat to fit their own garden's configuration.Complete with

suggestions on how to use gazebos, containers, fountains, and other garden ornaments, plus an

encyclopedia of approximately 100 shade-loving plants, Shady Retreats is an easy-to-use

handbook that helps even beginning gardeners make the move out of the house and into a cool,

inviting outdoor sanctuary.IV>
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Shady Retreats: 20 Plans for Colorful, Private Spaces in Your Backyard"Let me show you my



private get-away", said the prospective client when she answered the door. Then, she led me into

her back yard, overgrown with wild vegetation, and pointed to a clearing in its center, where slabs of

antiquated patio stones paved the ground in the middle of the wild garden. There, she had placed

an equally old, glass-topped, black, wrought iron table, with matching chairs. "This is where I eat my

breakfast in the morning and sip martinis with friends in the late afternoon", she explained. "I love

the sound of the birds chirping and the rustling of the wild foliage when the wind blows".At very little

cost, this homeowner created for herself a shady garden retreat, a secluded, private, destination.

Whenever she visits that part of her property, she leaves behind her usual routine, enters a soothing

oasis, and for the brief time that she spends there, readjusts the pace of her life. Here, she is at

peace with herself, at one with nature, and ready to engage in any activity, relaxing or exciting, that

brings her pleasure.A shady retreat is in the range of possibility for most homeowners. All that is

required is a bit of imagination and the guidance that this versatile publication supplies. With the

help of the book's author Barbara W. Ellis, the architectural plans of Julie Burns, and the exquisite

painted garden illustrations of Gary Palmer, any part of one's exterior home, no matter how small or

large, can be transformed to serve as a retreat. Even a small porch or deck, will do.
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